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Requirement for Restriction/Election for US Patent Application Number 10/518,823 



We assume 1 the examiner means each subcombination identified as having separate 
utility should be claimed in a separate distinct invention. Applicant therefore traverses the 
restriction requirement (37 CFR 1.143) on the basis that this request reflects an 
incomplete understanding of the specification interconnected central insights, namely: 

- the all encompassing description format for derivatives, 

- the identification and description format for BICs as most elementary component of 
derivatives, 

- and the formula enabling decomposition of any derivatives contract into the elementary 
components. 

The utilities outlined by the examiner in subcombinations 1 to 14 overlap in scope 
because they derive their statutory inventiveness from their relation to the interconnected 
central insights; none can be brought to separate inventive utility without such a relation. 
As such all 16 claims require the particulars of the central insights and therefore are 
directed to a single unitary invention. 

Furthermore, restriction is not proper, there would be no serious burden if restriction 
were not required, since statutory inventiveness is directly related to the absence of the 
central insights in the prior art for any separate classification, status, or field of search 
that may apply. Therefore, the applicable conditions set forth in 806.05(d) do not apply. 



Applicant notes that he did beforehand self-applied a restriction requirement to the 273 
claims covered in the international application PCT US/03/19179 even though the 
International preliminary report already accepted it as directed to a single unitary 
invention. 

However, in the event the restriction requirement becomes final, and since applicant's 
only option in the examiner's interpretation is to choose only a single subcombination as 
described, applicant elects with traverse the following claim as invention for 
consideration, corresponding to subcombination 12 outlined by the examiner with the 
typographic error BICs replaced by derivatives as follows: 

14. (178) A method for mediating trading in BiGs derivatives comprising: 

a. establishing a BICs-basis; 

b. establishing a network to facilitate interaction between stakeholders under the 
supervision of a trading system management authority ; 

c. causing said network to communicate with said stakeholders to enable a determination 
of trading prices for BICs trades ; 

d. identifying relevant derivatives contracts ; 

e. decomposing said relevant derivatives contracts to create a portfolio of BICs ; and, 

f. finalizing a transaction in said portfolio of BICs. 



